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| A wiſe Son maketh a glad Father; but a fooliſh Son 
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| Dean TOM, 


EIDXN S you have now paſſed your | 
Z A examination for C Orders, and 


X> $4 


paces are'ſo very ſoon to take up- 


on you the. miniſterial function, I think 
it a duty. highly incumbent upon me, 
” © to 


6 ALETTER of Advice 


to give you "Fine rules for your con-. 
duRt the obſervance of which will not 
fail of rendering you a comfort to 
your parents, and of gaining you | 
the eſteem and patronage of thoſe, 
whoſe friendſhip deſerves your every 


poſlible endeavour to acquire and: cul- 
tivate. 


But firſt let me remark, that I am 
ſorry you ſhould tell your Uncle in 

' your laſt, that you look upon your 
ſubſcription to the Church of Erng-_ 
land Articles of Religion, as a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for preaching the doc-_ 

trines contained in them, and that you | 
| ſhould be fo dreadfully- uneaſy con- 
cerning the BN of Perjuryy if you 
do 
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do not. You fay, © That from the 


cc 
cc 


cc 


- 


cc 
cc 


cc 


_ftricteſt and moſt impartial exami- 


nation, you find them to be entire- 


ly conformable to the ſacred Ora- 


cle of truth ; and though you can- 
p 


not pretend to affirm whether or 
no the generality of the Clergy are 


of the fame opinion, yet this is cer- 
tain, that either they do, Or they 
. do not believe the. doctrines con- 


tained in them : Now,” (fay you) 


« ſuppoſing the negative, where is the 
man of common honeſty, who for 


the Jake of filthy lucre, will ſub- 
ſcribe to docrines, of which he be- 
lieves not a word? _—. Su ppoſing - 


the affirmative, is It not the high- 
| . A 4. | cc eſt 


—_ _—  —  — 
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c 


eſt degree of hypocritical wicked- 
"« neſs to diſguiſe, yea, to difavow the 


© truth, for fear of worldly frowns, or 


C 


=. 


| | hopes of worldly favour.” —— You 
conclude your letter with declarin g, 


« that whatever great names ou 
© might have to countenance you in 


« your apoſtaſy, it is your fixed reſo- 


<- 
/ C 
* 


AQ. 


lution conſcientiouſ] y to preach the 


« dofrines you have ſubſcribed to, 


&« and never to be inſtrumental in 


« undermining the foundations of 


© that *excellent Church you have 
« fo _— bound PR to de- 


| Abi ] my dear To, "PROR ſpeci- 


ous this reaſoning may appear, I muſt 
tell 
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tell you it betrays great weakneſs of 
_ conſcience, and that you ought. to 
_ lay aſide theſe needleſs ſcruples. There 
1s a good old ſaying, . that 7/hen we 
are at Rome, we ſhould do as they do 
of Rome. Beſides, you ſhould conh- 
der that now is your time to advance 
yourſelf in the world, and to make 
ſome proviſion for your relations. Re- 
member St. Paul ſays, If any man pro- 
vide not for his own, he is worſe than an 
Infidel. Now how do you think to 


provide for your own houſhold, or 


even for yourſelf, if you are deter- 
_ mined to abide by ſuch antiquated 
ſtuff as the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion, and of the Church of England ? 
a Look 
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Look about you, Tow, is it not an 
evident fact, that thoſe few miniſters, 
who are ſo over-{crupulous about their 
ſubſcriptions, and who preach the 
 doEtrines contained in the ARTICLES, 
Howm1L1ts, and LiTuRer, are almoſt 
_ univerſally deſpiſed and ridiculed ; 
and are fo far from being advanced to 
any lucrative dignities in the Church, 
that ſome of them are ready to ſtarve 
for want of employment ? Is not eve- 
ry method uſed to oppreſs and filence 
them? Are not the pulpits denied 
them wherever they go? Are not 


ſome of them who are only in Deacons 


orders, refuſed Prieſts ordination ? In 


ſhort, are they not condemned as He- 
_reticks, 


Moi 23 
v.. 
ry 


2.0. 
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reticks, | Schiſmaticks, Methodiſts, En- 
thufiaſts, and what not? While thoſe 


who prudently conform to the doc- 


trines and ſpirit of the times, are as 
much carefied and encouraged, as theſe 


are hated and deſpiſed. 


Now reflet Fort yourſelf, PIE! To 
how you ſhould like to be branded 
with theſe odious names of Methodift 
and Emu aft, and to loſe the friend- 
ſhip of Lord ®XX, and the Biſhop 


of * X X ? and you know as well as I 
can tell you, that this muſt be the 
caſe, if you make ſuch ado about your 
conlcience, and your ſubſcription to 


the Articles. 2 


' Oh 


ys oe IE 1 CA gay 4 
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Oh Tow, bſaver this might affect 


you, it would be the heart-breaking 
of _—_ poor Mother and me. 


Hoping FR IO you will not fu f- 


L fer yourſelf to be hurr ied into particu- 


larities by any cauſeleſs {cruples—— 


The firſt piece of advice I would offer 


you, is to lay aſide all thoſe old-fa- 
| ſhioned trumpery | books you are conti- 
nually poring over, which you rold me 


ſome time ago ' were the works of the 
Reformers, and of ſeveral pious and 


Jearned Biſhops of our Church i in her 
better days. But as highly as you may 
think of the Reformers, and of theſe 


pious and learned Biſhops, as you are 
pleaſed to call them, it 1s very certain 
that 
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that they are now looked upon as 

little better than dreaming old wives. 
Inſtead therefore of this obſolete traſh, 

I would propoſe to your ſtudy and 
imitation, a Clarke, an HoaDLEy, or 
a SyxEs; being well aſſured that the 
dodrines maintained by theſe writers 
have gained them numberleſs admir- 
ers in the high and polite world; and 
certain it 1s, that every clergyman who | 
is careful to tread in, their ſteps, ſtands 
the beſt chance of being promoted 
to their dignitics, 


But though I truſt I have ſaid Ty 
cient to prevent you from inculcating 
| thoſe abſurd dofrines of the Articles 


from your pulpit, yet if ever you ſhould 


OO IB I Ain HOES en ir i III OO Oo SYS OAPI - 
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be led into diſcourſe concerning them, 


be fure to throw out ſome hints that 
they were drawn uv p in times of ig- 


norance and darkneſs, and th at few 


oreat and learned men could ever aſſent 


to them. --- I know the Vth Canon of 


the Church paſſes the heavy ſentence 
of excommunication on every impug- 
ner of any of the XXXIX 4rricles, but 


you have no need to be apprehenſive 
of any danger from that quarter; 


whilſt the impugners themſelves have 


the authority in their own hands. 


The better to maintain YOUr OWN 

cauſe, fail not to condemn all thoſe by | 
| wholeſale as rank Methodiſts and En- 
PTS, thufiafts, 


” **, <4$6-4 SE Ce CRIED, RG "= oa OO oh a So, A acl 
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 thufiaſts, who preach the dorines of | 


the Church of Erg/and, particu larly 


thoſe of the IX, X, XI, XIT, and XIII 
Articles, ſetting forth man's fallen and 
_ depraved ſtate by nature: His helpleſs- 

neſs and incapacity to good : The ab- 


ſolute neceſſity of a divine illumina- 
tion, and of the workings, feelings, 
and inſpiration of the Se1zrT of grace 
to turn him to Gop : His free juſtifi- 


cation by faith only (as apprehending 


theRepzeMer's merits :) His utter ina- 
bility to do any works pleaſant to Gop, 


(be they outwardly ever fo ſpecious) 


before he is thus inſpired by the Se1- 


RIT, and Juſtified by the merits of 


CrIsT. 


What 
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- What an heap of ſtrange unintelli- 
 gible jargon 15 here about Iu mination 
and Inf piration? What ridiculous dif- 
tintions concerning works before, and 
works after juſtification ? No wonder 
thoſe preachers who ſtun their hear- 
ers with ſuch out-of- the-way ſtuff, 


are regarded as downright madmen, 


| Let no conſideration therefore 
tempt you to ſpare theſe perſons, but 
rail againſt them as Deceivers, Metho- 
difts, and crack-brain'd Enthufrafts : 
Theſe are appellations which few will 
ask you to explain, and you will al- 


ways find the multitude roy. to. join 


0 
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in oppoſing they know not what, and 
they know not why. 


The better to prevent the before- 
mentioned Preachers from having the 
leaſt influence over any of your flock 
or friends. that may chance to hear 
them, be ſure to repreſent them as. 
ſcurrilous abuſers of the p16N1F1tD and 
- oRTHODOX CLERGY, that if they ſhould 
hear any cautions againſt fal/e teachers, 
_ and ſuch as ſubſcribe to one doctrine, 
and preach another, all this may be 
interpreted not in the leaſt as mention- 
cd to preſerve the ſouls of the people 
from error, but as the mark of a fac- 


We  tious. 


1$  '4- LETTER of Advice 


_ tious ſpirit, #9 draw Fre? from their 
Pariſh-churches, and as downright 
abuſe of our REGULAR MINISTERS. 
Fail not to do all this with the appear- 
ance of regret, expreſſing your deep 
concern for the melancholy ſtate of 
the Church, and that men ſhould be 
carried by the workings of fancy, and 
heat of conſtitution, into ſuch wild 


flights of Enthuſiaſm, 


The careful obſervance of this con-. 
duct will, I truſt, be ſufficient to pre- 
Judice your hearers againſt this ſort 
of Preachers, whilſt you yourſelf will 
be univerſally adored for your Can- 


pos and OrTHoDOAXY, 
But 
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But having as yet told you little 
more than what I. would have you 


avoid, it is time I ſhould give you a 
ſhort sketch of what I would have you 


make the chief burden of your diſcourl- 


es, And here let me adviſe you to 


ſpeak much of Taz Dicxity os Hu- 


MAN NaTuRE, Mozart, Recrtirupe, 
and THz FiTnNEss of TrHinNGs, Ha- 
rangue your congregation on THE 
BeauTIEs of VIRTUs, and the Dzror- 
MITY of Vice: for which purpoſe you _ 


may gather excellent hints ſrom P.u- 


'TARCH, SENECA, TULLY, and ſome of 


our celebrated Tragedies. The higher 


B 2 '.::» laſs 


| 
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claſs will idolize you for your Sermons 
on theſe ſubjeRts, eſpecially if the ſtyle 


be polite and elegant. As to thoſe of a 


lower ſtation, it matters little whether 
they comprehend you or not ; the leſs 
they underſtand, the more will they 


reverence your learning. 


'You would alſo do well Gnas 
to inculcate the neceſſity of innocent 
diverſions to relax the mind from reli- 
 gious duties, and to expoſe the folly, 


þ z, and danger of running into ex- 


tremes, and being righteous over-much, 


By this means Every ONE of your hear- 
ers will rank his own favourite plea- 
{are in the liſt of thele innocent diver- 


ſions, 
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frons, and. will be particularly careful 


- not to incur the guilt of being 75ghte- 


0145 0vVer-much. 


It would not be amiſs, if you were 
now and then to preach upon ſuch 
texts as theſe : The friendſhip of the 
world 1s enmily with, God 9? who-. 
ſoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world, is an enemy of God ®. ) Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in 
the wworld. If any 11an love the world, 
the Iove of the Fathzr is not in him 
 Bleſfedare ye* when men ſhall revile you, 
and fer fecute you, and ſpall Jay all 
B .3 man- 


James iv. 4. @© 1 John 11. 15. 
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manner of evil againſt you falſely for 
my ſake ; rejoice and be exceeding glad, 


for great 1s your reward 1 in heaven. 


Fo any man will be my diſciple, let 
him take up his croſs daily, and deny 


himſelf, and follow me 9, — In hand- 
ling theſe ſubjects, you may take occa- 
ſion to ſhew, that as theſe expreſſions 


were addreſſed to the primitive con- 
verts, conſequently they were intended 
only for primitive times, and that by the 


friendſpip of the world we are to un- 


 derſtand that of the Heathen or idola- 


trous world ; for that A prudent com- 
x pliance 


© Matt. v.11, 12. © Mark viii. 34. 
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pliance with, and Jove of the world, 
is now very conſiſtent with zhe love of 
Gov. That all the perſecution for righ- 
zeouſneſs ſake, ſo often mentioned in 
ſcripture, is entirely to be confined to 
the ſeveral perſecutions under the Pa- 
gan Emperors, and does not at all relate 
to the preſent flouriſhing ages of Chriſ- 
tianity, wherein our religion is happi- 
ly eſtabliſhed by the civil powers, and 
Kings are become its nurfing-fathers, 

and Queens its nur fing-mothers, And as 
| for thoſe injunctions of taking up our 


croſs daily, and denying ourſelves, that _ 


we may follow CxRisT, they are not to 
| betakeninthatnarrow literal ſenſe which 
lome miſtaken Zealots may imagine. 


Let your example in the world con- 
firm what you inculcate from your pul- 


B4 pit. 
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pit. Be always ready to hung and take 
a chearful glaſs with the 'SqQuire : 
or to dance and play at Cards with his 
Lay: by this means you will ac- 
quire the character of a worthy good 
ſort of man as ever breath'd; and if 
the 'SquirE has any better Living than 
| that you poſſeſs, you will ſtand an ex- 
cellent chance of obtaining it*. 


Another remark I muſt make to you 
IS, that few foie Preachers ever 


mention 


* You know Mr ——, It is not three Years ſince 
he took Orders, and he has already a ReQtory of / 250 
per Annum, in a fine ſporting country, and eaſy duty, 
which Sir Zumphry bought on purpoſe to have him in his. 
neighbourhood; for to do him juſtice he is a ſpecial Toaſt- 
maſter, and can throw a Bowl, or give @ View-hllow, 
with any man in Chriſtendom, His own choice was the 
army, but his father all along deſigned him for the Church, 
on account of a family-living which he will have when 


the preſent incumbent dies, and which by a Diſpenſation 
FO tenable with the other, 
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mention thoſe harſh, uncouth words, fo 
often uſed in Scripture, and in the 
AxTicLts, HowmiLizs, and Liturey, 
HeLL and DamnaTIoN : the for= 
mer of which you may very well call 
the place of for ment, and the latter may 
be expreſſed by final perdition, —- 
Whenever you have occaſion to men- 
tion the name of God, any of the fol- 
lowing titles may be ſubſtituted in the 


Read, and will ſound very pretty : Tus 


wisE AUTHOR OF NATURE, THE GREAT 
. DispostR oF ALLEVvENTs, PROVIDENCE, 


Tas DeITY, THE SUPREME BEING, &fc. 


 &c. — A diſcourſe now and then |} 
upon the probability of the Exiftence | 
of = 
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of a' God, and of the Souls Immorta- 
lity, may-not be improper. The works 
of Plato, THaLlEs, ARISTOTLE, 
and ſome of our eminent Divines of 
modern date, will furniſh you with 
many excellent arguments in defence 
of theſe truths. 


' But I had like to have forgot one 
very material caution, without which 
I muſt not conclude 1 my epiſtle: and 
that is, whenever you intend to fay 
any thing in your Sermon againſt 
thoſe Preachers, who maintain the doc- 


trines of man's original corruption and 
helple eſineſs, the inſi ny of our own 
rig 
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righteouſneſs to juſtify us before Gop, 
and in conſequence hereof the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of a mew b:r7h, and of 
the Illumination, Guidance, Inſpirati- 
on and inward Coraforts of the HoLy 
GyosT ; be ſure to run over as quick as 
you can, and in a very low voice, all 
thoſe petitions in the ſeveral parts of 
the Liturgy, where you are obliged to 
acknowledge the natural ſinfulneſs 
and weakneſs of man, to pray for the 
enlightning, comforting, and regene- 
rating influences of the Sz1izrT, to re- 
: nounce all truſt in, and dependence 
upon our own righteouſnels founding 
all hope of acceptance on CanisT 


alone : 
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alone: for though many of theſe pray- 
ers were drawn up in the fame times 
of darkneſs and i ignorance, and by the 
very fame perſons that the Arricles 
and Homilies were, yet the leſs the 
congregation is aware of the claſh and 
contradiction between the Desk and 
the Pulpit, the better. 7, 


. I once intended to have made my 
| Letter ſomewhat longer, and to have 
| been rather more particular ; but as 
you are ſo ſoon to fee my very worthy | 


| friend the Akcupzacon, I know you 
will be abundantly made amends by 


his ifinadtions for the haſte and 
omiſſions | 
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omiſſions of this Epiſtle, which, how- 
ever, you may be aflured is | didtated 


from the heart of,., | 
C 
Dear Tow, | 


ts 
br ts a eee A; - - mw 

ihe ————— ——  —— — 
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Your affeftionate Father, 


* %* %* % jj 


P. $. Your Mother, who fat by all 
the while I wrote this, and who is 
now in tears leſt it ſhould not have its — 
proper efte&, deſires her bleſſing. 
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